
Va c a nt  Hom e s  Offic e r

Ne va n Phe la n

Sup p ort s  a va ila b le  t o  Owne rs  of 

Va c a nt  & De re lic t  Prop e rt ie s .  



Su p p o r t  a va ila b le  f r o m  t h e  Lo c a l Au t h o r it y  t o  
Ow n e r s  o f  Va c a n t  & De r e lic t  Pr o p e r t ie s

Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant 
Sc heme  (Croi Conaithe ). 
Ap p licat ion Form, Scheme  Out line  & FAQ’s are  availab le  on 

Tip p e rary County Counc il & Dep artment  of Hous ing web s ite s .

Rep air & Lease  Sc heme .
Guid ance  on the  Scheme  are  availab le  on Tip p e rary

County Counc il & Dep artment  of Hous ing web s ite s .

Buy & Renew Sc heme
Guid ance  on the  Scheme  are  availab le  on Tip p e rary

County Counc il & Dep artment  of Hous ing web s ite s .



Timeline

• Launched in J u ly 20 22,

• Aim:  sup p ort  ind ivid uals  to c onve rt  

e mp ty house s /  b uild ings  into the ir 

main home s  

in t owns  a nd  villa ge s .

• Nove m b e r 20 22,

e xte nd e d  to c ove r 

c it ie s , t owns , villa ge s ,

and  rura l p a rt s  of t he  

c ount ry.

• 1s t  Ma y 20 23, furthe r exp and ed  

so ap p lic ants  c an ap p ly for two 

grants ,

• 1)  Princ ip a l Priva t e  Re s id e nc e ,

• 2) Re nt a l Prop e rt y, 



C r o i C o n a it h e - Ho w  t h e   s c h e m e  w o r k s   
Eligib le  Prop e rt ie s : 

Proof of Va c a nc y:      

Proof or Owne rs hip :   

• Must be on the Derelict Sites Register, 
Or

• Provide a Derelict Property Report,

• Owner lives in the property as their Principal Private Residence (PPR)
Or 

• Makes it available for Rent, (PRTB registration)

• Evidence of planning permission for the development,
Or

• Submit declaration of exemption for the development,

Derelict Property
(if applying for the Top up 

Grant)

• Vacant for 2 years or more,

• built before the end of 2007,

• Necessary to support the application,

Requirements

Planning



Ho w  t h e   s c h e m e w o r k s ….c o n t in u e d

Typ e s  of works  
c ove re d             

Gra nt  Cond it ions  
& Agre e m e nt               

• Must be submitted annually to the L.A for a period of 10yrs.

• Principal Private Residence Or available for Rent. 
• Clawback Agreement; 

• Demolition,  Sub - Structure & Super - Structure works,   Completions & 
Finishes,    Services,    Fittings,   External Works,   Extensions,   & 
Professional Services.

• There is a signed agreement between the Applicant and the Local Authority,
• Legal charge registered on the Land Registry or Registry of Deeds.

PRTB 
Registration



1s t  Ma y 20 23 - grant   
inc re ase d  from € 30 ,0 0 0

to € 50 ,0 0 0

• Ad d it ional t op - up  gra nt  of 
€ 20 ,0 0 0  availab le  whe re  the  
p rop e rty is  on the  De re lic t  Site s  
Regis te r.

• A p rop e rty not  on the  regis te r 
will req uire  a De re lic t  Prop e rt y 
Re p ort p rep ared  b y a suitab ly 
q ualified  p rofe ss ional d eeming 
the  p rop e rty to b e s t ruc t ura lly  
uns ound  a nd  d a nge rous .

• Total availab le  grant  - € 70 ,0 0 0

Available Grants :



Department of Housing website;

ht tp s :/ /www.gov.ie /en/camp aigns /e f77b -
re furb ishing- vacant - p rope rty/  

Tip p e rary County Counc il Web s ite   

ht tp s :/ /www.t ip pe rarycoco.ie /p lanning- and - build ing/ town-
and - village - renewal- scheme /c roi- conaithe - towns- fund -

scheme

Email:    vac anthome s@tip p e raryc oc o.ie

In fo r m a t io n



Ad vic e  o n  p r e p a r in g  
a  C r o i C o n a it h e
a p p lic a t io n

Com p le t e d  a p p lic a t ions  t o : Vacant Homes Office, Tip p e rary County Counc il, Civic  
Offic e s , Emmet  St , Clonme l, Co. Tip p e rary.

Em a il:  vac anthomes@tip p e raryc oc o.ie

Ap p lic ants  ad vise d  to se e k p rofe ss ional ass is tanc e ;   Arc hit e c t , Engine e r, or Pla nning Age nt ,

• to ensure  comp liance  with Pla nning & De ve lop m e nt  Le gis la t ion ,

• And  comp liance with p la nning p olic y und e r Tip p e rary’s County Deve lop ment  Plan, 

mailto:vacanthomes@tipperarycoco.ie


Va c a n t  Pr o p e r t y  Re fu r b is h m e n t  Gr a n t :   C r o í C ó n a it h e  To w n s  Fu n d  Sc h e m e . 

FROM THE OLD 
TO THE NEW Typ ical examp le  of a  vacant /  d e re lic t  p rop e rty ap p lying und e r the  “Croi Conaithe” Vacant  p rop e rty re furb ishment  grant  scheme .



Croi Cona it he RURAL 
APPLICATIONS



Croi Cona it he TOWN 
CENTRE APPLICATIONS;
- CLONMEL
- CARRICK ON SUIR



Croi Cona it he TOWN CENTRE 
APPLICATION;   FETHARD,
Re t a il s hop  m a in t a ine d  on  ground  floor, 
Up p e r re s id e nt ia l floors  re nova t e d .



• Pilot Scheme June 2023.

• Department of Housing in 
conjunction with the Vacant 
Property Refurbishment Grant.

• Grant for expert conservation 
advice

• What Kind of Buildings Qualify? 
Vacant Traditional Farmhouses & 
Cottages,

• Gra nt  up  t o  € 750 0

Ap p ly d ire c t ly to the  De p artme nt  of 
Hous ing on; www.gov.ie
ht tp s :/ /www.gov.ie /en/ se rvic e /c 8c b a- p ilot - c onse rvat ion-

ad vic e - grant - sc heme- for- vac ant - t rad it ional- farmhouses /

Vacant Farmhouse Grant

Croi Conaithe end  

http://www.gov.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/c8cba-pilot-conservation-advice-grant-scheme-for-vacant-traditional-farmhouses/


Re p a ir  & Le a s e  Sc h e m e

• For owne rs  of va c a nt p rop e rt ie s  who 
c a nnot  a fford  or a c c e s s  fund ing t o  
re nova t e  & re furb  t he  p rop e rt y for 
re n t a l.

• Prop e rt y m us t   b e  va c a nt  for a t  le a s t  12 
m ont hs .

• Loc a l a u t horit y p rovid e s  a  loa n  of 
€ 8 0 ,0 0 0  p e r unit  for re p a irs .

• Prop e rt y owne r a gre e s  t o  le a s e  t o  LA for 
5  - 25  ye a rs . 

• The  c os t  of t he  re p a irs  a re  offs e t  a ga ins t  
t he  m ont h ly re n t  p a id  t o  t he  p rop e rt y 
owne r. 

NEVAN 
PHELAN



Vacant commercial properties , (units no longer viable)

Vacant residential units over commercial properties on the 
main streets to promote Town Centre Living.

Suitable Vacant residential units within Towns & Villages,

former Pubs & institutional buildings no longer in use,

unfinished developments where these have been 
vacant for a significant period of time.

Re p a ir & Le a s e  Sc he m e ;

Aim : vacant properties b ac k into use  within towns & villages .



• Launched in Fe b  20 17,

• Aim:  To Inc re a s e  s up p ly of hous ing 
unit s in Towns  & Village s .

• Inte re s t  fre e  loan up  to € 40 ,0 0 0 . 

• Availab le  for p rop e rty owne rs  unab le  
to ac c e ss  fund ing.

• Oc t ob e r 20 21, Loan 

inc re ase d  to € 6 0 ,0 0 0

• Targe ts  se t  for e ac h L.A

• J une  20 22, re move d  the  

re q uire me nt  that   

p rop e rty owne rs  mus t  

b e  unab le  to fund  or 

ac c e ss  fund ing.

• Oc t ob e r 20 23, Loan 

inc re ase d  to € 80 ,0 0 0 .

• s tage p ayme nts  on RLS 

p roje c ts .

• c harge  d oc ume nt  whe re  

s tage  p ayme nts  are  

p rovid e d .

• Exits  from the  RLS

Timeline



Th e  b e n e f it s  o f  t h e  Re p a ir  & Le a s e  Sc h e m e  u n d e r  t h e ,
“Dir e c t  Le a s in g  Ag r e e m e n t ”

• Secure Rent on a property that has not been generating an income.

• Upgrade of a property that may have otherwise become derelict.

• No loss of rent during vacant periods.

• No rent collection or finding new tenants.

• Avoid advertising costs.

• Property returned to the owner at the end of the term in good repair 
order and condition, save for fair wear & tear.

• Re nt a l Ava ila b ilit y Agre e m e nt  (s hort  t e rm ), p rop e rty owne r re mains  the  land lord  and  re sp ons ib le  for the  d ay 
to d ay mainte nanc e  of the  p rop e rty. 

• Dire c t  Le a s e  Agre e m e nt  (Long t e rm ), Loc al Authority b e c ome s  the  land lord  for the  te rm of the  le ase .



How The Scheme Works

- Proof of Vacancy is required (12 months or more),

- L.A assess the property suitability - following an evaluation process on housing need and 
viability of the property on a long term lease.

- Requires compliance with planning permissions or exemptions/ Building & Fire Regulations/ & 
Min standards for Rented  Houses Regulations.

- Schedule of Works & Costings, including Floor Plans & Elevations of the units required.

- Rents agreed.

- Lease amount & Term and offset arrangements agreed with the owner & legal teams.

- Contractors will carry out the works on the development.

- L.A will carry out inspections during the works and on completion.

• Owners of a va c a nt  or d e re lic t  p rop e rt y sub mit  a  Re p a ir & Le a s e  In it ia t ive  Enq uiry 
Form  to the  loc al authority.



Exa m p le  o f  a  Re p a ir  & Le a s e  Sc h e m e  a t  No  11, O C o n n e ll St , C lo n m e l ( 3No  1 Be d  Ap a r t m e n t s  o ve r  t h e  “Sh o e  Zo n e ” Sh o p  )

Be fo r e  - Ju n e  2 0 2 2



Aft e r  - Au g u s t  2 0 2 3



Exa m p le s  o f  c u r r e n t  Re p a ir  & Le a s e  Ag r e e m e n t
BEFORE 

AFTER

BEFORE 

AFTER



In fo r m a t io n

Departments website

ht tp s :/ /www.gov.ie /e n/p ub lic at ion/d 32
c 4- re p air- and - le as ing- sc he me - rls -

furthe r- informat ion/  

Tip p e rary County Counc il We b s ite  

ht tp s :/ /www.t ip p e raryc oc o.ie /hous ing/ re p ai
r- and - le as ing- sc he me / re p air- and - le as ing-

init iat ive   

Email: vac anthome s@tip p e raryc oc o.ie



Ad vic e

Tipperary County Counc il We b s ite  

Ap p licants  are  ad vised  to engage  the  se rvice s  
of an Arc hit e c t , Engine e r or Pla nning Age nt

Article 10(6)(a) exemption for change of use 
under Planning Regulations to convert the 
vacant commercial element to residential.

Email: vacanthomes@tipperarycoco.ie

Exempted Development

Information on the exempted 
development for those who wish to 

convert certain commercial 
premises - including 

• vacant commercial premises 
• former pubs - into residential 

units

which do not require planning 
permission for such works.

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/
83f25 - refurbishing - vacant -

property - planning- permission -
exemptions/ 

RLS end 



Buy
& Re ne w       

Sc he m e

• Local Authorities purchase and renovate vacant & 
derelict properties.

• L.A purchase suitable properties instead of leasing 
for the provision of Social Housing.

NEVAN 
PHELAN



BUY & RENEW  SC HEME EXAMPLE
Op e n p la n  a rra nge m e nt  for 
t he  Living/  Kit c he n & Dining 
a re a s  on  t he  ground  floor.

Ne w d owns t a irs  WC & Ut ilit y . 

Ext e rna l ins ula t ion .

Ne w he a t ing s ys t e m , s t ove  
a nd  fu ll re wire .

BEFORE AFTER



BUY & RENEW  SC HEME EXAMPLE

BEFORE AFTER



NEVAN 
PHELAN

Va c a nt  Hom e s  Ac t ion Pla n  
20 23- 26

Future actions to bring vacant 
& d e re lic t  p rop e rt ie s  b ac k into 

use .

Com p uls ory Purc ha s e  Ord e r 
Ac t iva t ion  Progra m m e , 
De p artme nt  of Hous ing 
init ia t ive  on ac q uiring, 

id e nt ifying and  ac t ivat ion of 
vac ant  and  d e re lic t  p rop e rt ie s .

Va c a nc y Da t a  Proje c t ; 
Fie ld  surve y ap p  to c olle c t  

vac anc y d ata  for e ac h Loc al 
Authority. 

Va c a nt  Hom e s  Ta x; 
Int rod uc e d  in 20 23 on Vac ant  
Prop e rt ie s  to b ring the m b ac k 

into use .

SUMMARY THE NEXT STEPS 

Hous ing For All Pla n

Pa t hwa y 4  

foc use s  on ad d re ss ing 

vac anc y & d e re lic t ion and  

maximizing the  use  of 

e xis t ing hous ing unit s  

through inc e nt ive s  and  

sc he me s .

.



Va c a nt  Hom e s  Offic e r

Ne va n Phe la n

Sup p ort s  t o  Owne rs  of Va c a nt  & De re lic t  

Prop e rt ie s .  

Tha nk You !

Any Que s t ions ?
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